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DEPARTMENT OF FOUNDATIONS AND SECONDARY EDUCATION 
 
Dr. John White and Mark Ari (English Department) were invited/funded speakers at the 
National Education Association (NEA) Conference in San Diego, April 1-3. Their 
presentation— "Seeking Equity for Invisible (non-tenure-track) Faculty: Negotiating and Selling 
the Idea of Promotable Ranks and Associated Merit Pay for Instructors & Lecturers” — was 
based upon the union’s successful efforts to create the first-ever promotion system for UNF 
Instructors and Lecturers. In addition, Dr. White was selected as one of two recipients of this 
year's Outstanding Service Award. His union colleague, Mark Ari, is the other recipient.  

  
Three faculty members from the Foundations 
and Secondary Education department attended 
the 2016 American Educational Research 
Association Conference held in Washington, 
DC this April. Hope E. (Bess) Wilson 
presented her research on “Domain-Specific and 
Perspective-Specific Academic Self-Concept” at 
the conference. She also served as the Program 
Chair for the Research on Giftedness, 
Creativity, and Talent Special Interest Group. 
She was also elected Secretary of the SIG, and 

began her term at the end of the conference. Raine Osborne and Dan Dinsmore presented 
“Outcomes assessment methods for interprofessional education involving medical and physical 
therapy participants: A systematic review.” Additionally, Dan served as section chair for 
Division C, Section 3a this year. Dilek Kayaalp presented her paper "Hybrid and supra-hybrid: 
Complex and conflicting identities of immigrant youth in the Canadian nation-state" at the 
conference.  

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDHOOD EDUCATION, LITERACY, AND TESOL 

 
Dr. Christian Winterbottom and Dr. Luciana 
Braga served as Marshalls for Spring 2016 
Commencement.  
Pictured from left to right are: Drs. Soonhyang 
Kim, Kim Cheek, Katrina Hall and Stacy 
Boote, also representing the Childhood Education, 
Literacy, and TESOL program at commencement. 
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TESOL and Intro to Diversity students in the College of Education and Human Services worked 
together with Dr. Otilia Salmon, Lena Shaqareq, and Catherine Baucom to create and host 
the "Teach Locally, Think Globally" Multicultural and Diversity Conference.  The conference 
was held on April 16th at UNF’s campus, and had over 150 attendees.  There was entertainment 
provided by a Latin band, and Bollywood dancing, and food from several local cultural 
restaurants as well as a wide display of artifacts from around the world.  Keynote speeches and 
student presentations received a lot of praise and the conference was a great success!   

  
Spring 2016 graduate Libby K. McDaniel is 
initiated into the Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society in 
April; Dr. Katrina Hall was invited to be a 
faculty member and mentor.  Libby will be 
graduating with her masters in education and a 
focus in literacy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prek primary students Katie Smith and Lauren 
Henderson, who are enrolled in Dr. Katrina 
Hall's EEC4213 Teaching Beginning Reading 
and Writing class, work on literacy activities at 
Seaside Community Charter School.  
 

 
 
DEPARTMENT OF LEADERSHIP, SCHOOL COUNSELING AND SPORT 
MANAGEMENT 

 
 
Dr. E. Newton Jackson, Jr.’s conference paper won Best Paper at the 
52nd Annual MBAA International Conference, April 13-15 at the Palmer 
House Hilton Hotel in Chicago, Illinois.  The Best Paper Award was for 
Sports, Events & Recreation Marketing Track. 
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UNF Sport management students are 
in their last days of fundraising for the 
MDA Muscle Walk of 
Jacksonville. Alone, this year’s 
Resource Development for 
Community Organizations class will 
be able to send 34 kids living with 
muscle disease to summer camp or 
fund 417 hours of medical research.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
With this year's totals exceeding $28,000, UNF sport 
management students have raised in excess of $100,000 
over the past four years to support local area families 
living with neuromuscular disease. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Higher Education Administration 
master's program hosted the 3rd annual 
Baseball Social at the Jacksonville 
Suns on April 10. Dr. Luke Cornelius 
and Dr. LaDonna Morris were 
pleased to see so many alumni at the 
game, sharing their stories of success 
with our current students! A total of 33 
grads, current students, professors, 
family, and friends shared lunch and 
watched the game. 
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Dr. Matthew Ohlson would like to thank everyone who helped make our CAMP Osprey 
Leadership Day on the UNF campus a success. This event allowed our leadership mentors and 
K-12 mentees the opportunity to be immersed in our beautiful/innovative campus and learn more 
about what it takes to be college and career ready. Special thanks to Karen Lucas and Heather 
Corbitt from Admissions, Lauryn Stark from the Taylor Leadership Institute and Coach Driscoll 
for making the event memorable 
(and manageable). Dr. Ohlson also wants to 
thank the efforts of our CAMP Osprey/ LDR 
3303 leadership mentors for being true 
ambassadors within the greater Jax 
community. Finally, much appreciation to the 
COEHS Dean’s Advisory Council for their 
support in helping to make this event (and our 
program) a reality.  We had so many positive 
comments, including many who said “I can’t 
wait to be a student here!”  Based on this 
strong start, the future of 
this collaborative partnership looks bright 
thanks to the efforts/expertise of all of you.  
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DEPARTMENT OF EXCEPTIONAL, DEAF AND INTERPRETER EDUCATION 
 

Due to their interest in and 
commitment to our International 
Professional Development 
School partnership, the Belize 
Ministry of Education sponsored 
5 educators to spend the first 
week in April in Jacksonville to 
learn about our Urban 
Professional Development 
School partnership with Duval 
County Public Schools. The 
Belize delegation included 
Kuxlin Ha Government Primary 
School Principal Shirline 
Wiltshire; Ministry of Education 

Coordinator of Teacher Education & Development Services Yvonne Howell; University of 
Belize faculty Dr. June Young, Dr. Maxine McKay and Ms. Catherine Wade. Drs. John 
Kemppainen, Susan Syverud, Debbie Reed, and Cathy O’Farrell along with Resident 
Clinical Faculty Christie Stevenson, Darcey Gray, and Dwayne Kohn showcased our 
partnership at Woodland Acres Elementary, Lake Shore Middle International Baccalaureate 
World School, and Kings Trail Elementary, presented a workshop entitled Professional 
Development Schools: The UNF Model, and then discussed the continued development of our 
International Professional Development School partnership in Belize. 
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UNF was well represented at the 2016 National Association of Professional Development 
Schools Conference in Washington, D.C. We had a total of 11 presenters: university faculty 
members included Drs. Susan Syverud, Debbie Reed, John Kemppainen, and Marnie Jones; 
school partners included Resident Clinical Faculty Christie Stevenson, Dr. Darcey Gray, and 
Dwayne Kohn; Main Street America corporate representative Mark Friedlander, and 
Exceptional Education majors Julianna Santucci, Jenelle Vinachi, and Brady Lipps.   The 
following 8 presentations showcased the depth and breadth of our Urban Professional 
Development School partnership with Duval County Public Schools: Service Learning in an 
Urban Professional Development School: A Qualitative Study; How Does Your Garden Grow?: 
Cultivating Minds and Plants in a PDS; Using Peer Supports in a PDS Context: Working 
Toward Inclusion of Students with Disabilities; Reading Matters: A University-School 
Collaboration that Evolved to Prevent Reading Failures; Expanding the Depth and Breadth of a 
University-School Partnership by Engaging Your Local Business Community: Our Success Story 
Can Be Yours; Preservice Teacher Candidates Impacting Literacy Skills of Struggling First 
Grade Readers, including English Language Learners and Children with Disabilities; Creating 
a Community of Learners: Resident Clinical Faculty, Directing Teachers, and Preservice 
Teachers; and An International Professional Development School Partnership between the 
University of North Florida and the University of Belize and Kuxlin Ha Government Primary 
School. 

  
While visiting Florida to attend the 
Professional Development School National 
Conference in Orlando, a twenty-three person 
delegation from the Netherlands decided to 
spend a day in Jacksonville to visit and learn 
about the UNF Urban Professional 
Development School partnership at 
Woodland Acres Elementary. The Dutch 
delegation was led by Principal Marco 
Schaap from Julianaschool Rijssen and 
included faculty from Hogeschool Viaa 
(University) Zwolle and various faculty and 
administrations from the following schools: 
PCPO Rijssen, Willem Alexanderschool 
Rijssen, Elimschool Rijssen, 
Constantijnschool Rijssen, de Sprankel 
Zwolle, de ARS Hardenberg, Rehoboth Urk, 
de Schutsluis, and VGPO de Zevenster.  After 
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observing various aspects of partnership at UPDS Woodland Acres Elementary, our guests from 
the Netherlands and Belize enjoyed lunch with UNF administration, and then a workshop 
entitled Professional Development Schools: The UNF Model presented by Drs. Susan Syverud, 
Debbie Reed, John Kemppainen and Cathy O’Farrell along with Resident Clinical Faculty 
Christie Stevenson, Darcey Gray, and Dwayne Kohn. 
  

 
 
OFFICE OF ACADEMIC ADVISING 
 

The College of Education and Human Services 
was recognized at St. John's County 10th 
Anniversary of Career Academies on 
Thursday, April 14.  Dr. John Kemppainen 
received an appreciation award from 
Superintendent Joseph Joyner for being a 
charter advisory board member of the Teacher's 
Academy at St. Augustine High School for his 

continued ongoing support of the 
academy.  During the awards ceremony, Ms. 
Jasmine Douglas, a student at St. Augustine 
High School and a member of the Teacher's 
Academy, as well as a dual enrolled UNF student, 
received a scholarship from one of St. John's 
County sponsors and plans to attend UNF next 
fall as an education major.    
 

 
  
OFFICE OF THE DEAN 
 
Dr. Jennifer Kane was elected to serve a three year term on the Board of Directors for the 
Commission on Sport Management Accreditation (COSMA). The Commission on Sport 
Management Accreditation is a specialized accrediting body whose purpose is to promote and 
recognize excellence in sport management education worldwide in colleges and universities at 
the baccalaureate and master's levels through specialized accreditation. 
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Thank you for attending and encouraging your alumni/students to attend the COEHS/UNF 
Alumni Third Thursday event on Thursday, April 21st at Hoptinger Bier Garden!  It was quite a 
success! If you missed this one, not to worry, as we hope to host another one in September. 
 

Dr. Marsha Lupi, Interim Dean, Amanda 
Laukitis, Assessment Assistant/Special 
Projects Coordinator, Jade Yuen, Graduate 
Research Assistant, and Christian Ramos, 
undergraduate student participated in the 3rd 
Annual Scholarship of Teaching and Learning 
Symposium TLO Poster Showcase on April 
11.  Staff and students presented on short-term 
study abroad internships in teacher education 
and sport management. They shared personal 
and professional growth as a result of their 
study abroad placements in schools or sport 
agencies in Plymouth, England. Christian 

Ramos shared, “Working with the Plymouth Argyle Football Club strengthened my love for 
sports and gave me a fresh perspective of the work that goes into the industry.  I am reassured 
that Sport Management is the right program for me”. 
 

 
 
TAYLOR LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 

 
TAYLOR TALKS: DEVELOPING 

LEADERS 
 
On Tuesday, April 12, the Taylor 
Leadership Institute hosted its 
second annual TAYLOR Talks 
presentation. Students, faculty, and 
staff were inspired by this 
transformative event featuring 
three stellar UNF students and an 
alum, as each shared their 
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leadership journey and encouraged the audience to explore their own in order to develop an 
authentic leadership style. TAYLOR Talks is one of many ways the Taylor Leadership Institute 
is able to capture the amazing outcomes associated with the Leadership minor, while motivating 
the UNF community to pursue leadership roles on and off campus. Dr. Bruce Taylor, former 
chair of the UNF Board of Trustees and the namesake of the Institute and members of the 
Student Affairs Community Council joined the presenters during the reception to discuss 
leadership constructs and career opportunities. The emphasis is on the student’s ability to use the 
capstone presentation as a means to convey an interpretive narrative of how she/he has come to 
understand one’s emerging leadership style. The focus has become not so much on what they 
have done, but what they have learned about leadership. The capstone presentation itself has 
emerged as a practice of leadership where students are challenged to practice “presence” and 
inspire their audience. The result increasingly begins to look like something akin to the 
phenomena of TED Talks. Accordingly, 2014-15 saw a further innovation and extension of the 
capstone process with the inaugural presentation of TLI’s first “TAYLOR Talks.”  
 
There were several innovations in the design of the curriculum for the Practicum course in order 
to incorporate content that might directly impact potential elements of a student’s capstone 
presentation, and therefore the select TAYLOR Talks presentation, i.e. themes on leadership 
identity, personal values, leadership presence, leadership theory, social change theory, authentic 
self-awareness, emotional intelligence, and a sense of mission/life purpose. Great emphasis was 
placed on helping students develop capstones that get below the surface and engage the “inner 
self” in ways that demonstrate authenticity and healthy self-confidence, void of hubris. Outside 
of formal class time during the Practicum course, each student was individually coached to make 
for more coherence, focused, progressive, and dynamic capstone presentations. As a result of this 
rigorous process, the Taylor Leadership staff were honored to additionally work with three 
students from the graduating class to continuously enhance their capstones with the target 
audience in mind. TAYLOR Talks has been an incredibly inspiring success, and will continue to 
grow and motivate others to develop authentic leadership styles.  

 

mailto:dmeehan@unf.edu

